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Interview with
Mark Freed

Managing Director
Men for Inclusion

Mark Freed, Managing Director of Men for Inclusion, shared his perspective
on how companies can move from diversity policies to true inclusion,
highlighting the concrete actions required and the trends that will shape the
next five years.

According to Mark Freed, genuine inclusion starts with understanding the
lived experiences of underrepresented groups. Many employees still find their
voices unheard in meetings, see their ideas ignored, or face subtle forms of
exclusion such as being left out of social groups, receiving less time with
managers, or being assigned more administrative work. Others encounter
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higher barriers, like being asked to repeatedly prove their competence or
being overlooked for opportunities. “Finding inclusive solutions to these
experiences is what closes the gap,” Freed explained. “That’s what inclusion
is, and it's where the real business benefits come from.”

He also addressed the challenges men face when engaging in diversity and
inclusion initiatives. Many feel powerless to influence change unless they are
in hiring or leadership positions, while others are hesitant to act for fear of
making mistakes or being criticized. “Some of the journey has created gender
conflict and alienated men,” Freed said. To overcome this, he advocates for a
more inclusive approach to engaging men, one that answers the question,
“What’s in it for me?” Many men, he noted, want to be involved for the benefit
of their loved ones, or because they recognize their own diverse
characteristics. Beyond that, inclusion gives men the opportunity to free
themselves from outdated stereotypes, to embrace emotional expression,
fatherhood, mental health, and more. “Let’s free ourselves. Let’s take the
opportunity and choice that inclusion gives us,” he emphasized.

Looking ahead, Freed sees a pivotal shift. Tremendous progress has been
made in terms of diversity, recruiting more women, strengthening
representation, and in equity, with HR policies ensuring safety and fairness.
But he stressed that the real business impact lies in inclusion. Organizations
are increasingly realizing that the future depends on fostering cultures of
inclusion, where everyone can contribute and thrive.

For Mark Freed, inclusion is not just a moral imperative, it is the foundation

for stronger innovation, better decision-making, and sustainable growth in the
business world.



Opinion by
Thomas Krantz

WAIFC's Advisor to the
Managing Director

Thomas Krantz argues that central bank independence remains essential to
preserving the value of money and ensuring financial stability. In his view, the
rise of “fiscal dominance” threatens this independence, as governments with
record debt push for artificially low rates, creating pressure on long-term
borrowing costs and market stability.

OECD forecasts of $17 trillion in sovereign borrowing for 2025 are cited as
evidence of mounting risks. The analysis also raises concerns about
cryptocurrencies undermining trust in fiat money and underscores central
banks’ growing reliance on gold as a reserve asset. Krantz ultimately warns
that political capture of major central banks would pose a serious danger to
global financial systems.

» Read more

The World Alliance & Men for
MFI Masterclass S Inclusion: A Masterclass with
for WAIFC Ll Mark Freed

The World Alliance of International Financial
Centers, in partnership with Men for Inclusion,
will host a Masterclass on October 21 led by
Mark Freed.
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The event will focus on practical tools and
strategies to foster inclusion, emphasizing that
true value arises when diverse voices are
heard and empowered. Participants will
explore case studies, gain actionable insights,
and learn how men can act as allies in driving
cultural change. The program targets
executives, HR leaders, and professionals
committed to organizational transformation.
Through this initiative, WAIFC underscores its
mission to build a more inclusive and
innovative global financial ecosystem.

» Read more

The World Alliance at Sibos
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The World Alliance of International Financial
Centers will host a panel at Sibos 2025 on
October 1 titled “How International Financial
Centers Combat Financial Crime, and Why
This Matters.”

AGM, SIBOS & YAA

Leaders from Kigali, Frankfurt, Poland, and
Malta will share best practices in tackling
money laundering, boosting transparency, and
safeguarding investor confidence. The session
will address regulatory challenges and
innovations to ensure financial centers remain
secure and trusted. In addition, WAIFC will
hold the Young Academic Award ceremony on
September 29, honoring students whose
research advances the future of finance.

» Read more

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Jersey Finance Showcases
NextGen’s Role in Expanding the
India-GCC-London-Jersey
Corridor

Jersey Finance hosted a family enterprise and

NextGen focused event in Dubai, in
partnership with Rishabh Shroff and Nirav
Shah, exploring the role of Indian family
enterprises in shaping the GCC’s investment,
advisory, and philanthropy landscape.

Distinguished experts shared strategies on
succession planning, governance, and wealth
management across jurisdictions. Discussions
emphasized the growing importance of the
India-GCC-London-Jersey corridor, which is
driving multi-jurisdictional tax planning, legal
structuring, and access to specialized
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TheCityUK

Future
Finance
Poland

expertise. This corridor is now actively
channeling billions in assets and supporting C-
suite expansion, with NextGen leaders at the
forefront. Jersey Finance also published new
insights from Gulf-region roundtables on
cross-border investment trends.

» Read more

TheCityUK H| Ii hts UK’s Role
in Scaling Glo arbon Markets

TheCityUK’s  Director of International
Development, Anna Rogers, joined a panel at
the UK Houses of Parliament to discuss the
future of carbon markets and nature
financing.

The event, hosted by the Al-Party
Parliamentary Group on Sustainable Finance
and Bankers for Net Zero, brought together
over 150 leaders from finance, government,
and SMEs. Panelists examined COP29’s
Article 6.2 framework, drawing insights from
pilot projects in Bolivia, Ukraine, and The
Bahamas. Rogers highlighted the potential of
Article 6.2 to mobilize $300-600 billion in
climate finance by 2030, supporting nature-
positive solutions. She also emphasized the
UK’s opportunity to lead as a global hub for
carbon markets, driving investment, green
jobs, and climate action.

» Read more

New Report Showcases Poland’s
Rise as a Leading Fintech Hub

Future Finance Poland is pleased to highlight
the latest edition of the “How to do FinTech in
Poland” report, prepared by FinTech Poland in
partnership with PAIH, Mastercard, and
Kontomatik.

The publication provides a comprehensive
overview of Poland’s fast-growing financial
innovation landscape, including regulation,
market trends, and opportunities for both
domestic and international players. It serves
as a key guide to understanding why Poland is
emerging as one of Europe’s most dynamic
fintech hubs. Readers are invited to explore
the full report to gain deeper insights. This
momentum will also be showcased at \Warsaw
Finance Week 2025, taking place November
3-6.

» Read more
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Astana Finance Days 2025
Outcomes: Asset Managers
Overseeing $1.5 Trillion, 5,500
Participants from 82 Countries,
New Listings and Agreements

Astana Finance Days 2025, held on
September 4-5 under the theme “Where
Capital Empowers the Future,” Dbrought
together 5,500 participants from 82 countries,
including leading institutions managing $1.5
trillion in assets.

The forum featured 160 speakers across 40
events, resulting in four new listings on the
Astana International Exchange and seven key
agreements. Highlights included discussions
on infrastructure investment, portfolio
strategies, and the future of banking with Al
and fintech, alongside the launch of the Turkic
Green Finance Council. The AIFC Awards
recognized innovators in finance, while the
AFD Exhibition Hub showcased fintech and
digital solutions. The event reinforced
Kazakhstan’s growing role as a regional hub
for investment, financial innovation, and
sustainable growth.

» Read more

EDB Hosts Eswatini Delegation
on Benchmarking Tour

The Economic Development Board (EDB) of
Mauritius hosted a seven-member delegation
from Eswatini on September 9, 2025, as part
of a benchmarking mission.

The visit focused on studying Mauritius’
institutional frameworks, ease of doing
business, and investment climate. During the
session, Nirmala Jeetah, Director of Bio
Industry and Project Development, presented
key reforms that have strengthened Mauritius’
competitiveness. She emphasized the
importance of public-private collaboration,
robust legal frameworks, and inter-ministerial
coordination in driving economic
diversification. Jeetah also highlighted the role
of clear communication in  ensuring
transparency and the long-term reform
success.

» Read more

Oman and Kazakhstan sign MoU
to strengthen financial
cooperation and develop market
infrastructure
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The Financial Services Authority of Oman and
Kazakhstan’s Agency for Regulation and
Development of the Financial Market signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen
cooperation in financial regulation and market
infrastructure.

The agreement, concluded during the Astana
Financial Conference, focuses on exchanging
expertise, joint training, and adopting global
best practices. It also supports the Tabadul
Platform to facilitate cross-market trading,
enhance liquidity, and attract international
investors. Both countries will collaborate on
fintech, financial inclusion, and innovation to
modernize markets and broaden access to
financial services. The memorandum builds on
longstanding ties and reinforces a shared
commitment to sustainable financial
development.

» Read more

FSDC and CHKLC Collaborate to
Boost Hong Kong’s Financial
Competitiveness

The Hong Kong Financial Services
Development Council (FSDC) met with the
Chamber of Hong_Kong_Listed Companies
(CHKLC) to discuss capital market trends and
strategies to strengthen Hong Kong’s role as a
global financial hub.

The session, led by Joseph HL Chan of the
Financial Services and Treasury Bureau and
FSDC Board Member Daisy Yeung,
highlighted the importance of industry
collaboration. Regular exchanges like this
provide valuable insights for research and
policy development, ensuring alignment with
market needs. Participants shared expertise
and perspectives, reinforcing the value of joint
efforts. Such collaborations are essential to
advancing Hong Kong’s financial services
industry.

» Read more

EnterpriseNGR Named Chair of
Africa Roundtable of Financial
Centres

EnterpriseNGR has been appointed Chair of
the Africa Roundtable of Financial Centres,
the regional chapter of the World Alliance of
International Financial Centres.

Under the leadership of CEO Obi Ibekwe,
EnterpriseNGR will advance a strategic vision
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to promote regional integration, enhance
Africa’s competitiveness, and strengthen the
global relevance of its financial centers. This
milestone underscores Nigeria’s leadership in
developing Africa’s financial sector and
reaffirms EnterpriseNGR’s commitment to
fostering collaboration, innovation, and
sustainable growth across the continent. The
organization looks forward to engaging with
stakeholders across Africa and beyond.

»Read more

ADGM and ADGM Academy Team

Up with TII, Hub71 and ASPIRE

to Launch UAE’s First Quantum-

Secure Communications Testbed
) ( Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM), together

with ADGM Academy, the Technology
Innovation Institute (TIl), Hub71, and ASPIRE,
has launched the UAE’s first testbed for
quantum-secure communications.

The initiative introduces TII's Quantum Key
Distribution solution in a live commercial
setting, creating a highly secure “living lab” to
trial next-generation data protection. The
three-node network enables tamper-proof
communication across ADGM, addressing
rising cybersecurity risks and preparing for a
quantum future. The project bridges advanced
research with real-world application, fostering
cross-sector collaboration. By implementing
this breakthrough technology, Abu Dhabi is
positioning itself at the forefront of global
innovation in digital security and financial
infrastructure.

»Read more

For additional news articles on WAIFC and its members, please
subscribe the weekly newsletter of our Managing Director.

EVENTS

CASABLANCA
BUSINESS FORUM 2025

Positioning Africa’s companies for growth in a
changing global economy

September, 19*" 2025
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Casablanca Business Forum 2025

Casablanca Finance City, in partnership with the Financial Times, is pleased
to announce the 1st edition of the Casablanca Business Forum. Under the
theme “Positioning Africa’s companies for growth in a changing global
economy”, this high-level event will bring together public decision-makers,
investors, business leaders, and international experts.

September 19, 2025. Four Seasons Casablanca, H8XP+RGP, Boulevard de
la Corniche, Casablanca 20050, Morrocco

» More information

Events > Private Wealth Conference

Private Wealth
Conference 2025

£ 23/09/2025 « 12.00 PM - 7.30 PM BST
(© The Brewery, London

Book now

Private Wealth Conference 2025

Following the success of last year’s event, this year’s conference,
‘Reputation as a Strategy’, will explore how forward-thinking jurisdictions like
Jersey are evolving to meet new expectations — using reputation not just to
respond, but to stand out in global wealth management. Delegates can

expect to gain strategic insights from thought leaders and engage with peers
during our dedicated networking breaks.

September 25, 2025. 52 Chiswell St, London EC1Y 4SA, United Kingdom

» More information

Greenwich

October 6 - 8, 2025

Greenwich Economic Forum 2025

The 8th Annual Conference of the Greenwich Economic Forum is taking
place October 6 - 8, 2025. GEF’s Annual Conference is the flagship event
held each Fall in Greenwich, CT. GEF has built its reputation on the quality
of the speakers, the seniority of the delegates, and the intimacy of the
settings. In seven years, GEF has become one of the world’s premier
conferences for investors, asset owners, economists, and policy makers.
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October 6 to 8, 2025. Delamar Greenwich Harbor, 500 Steamboat Road,
Greenwich, CT, USA

» More information

% EVENT

The Dubai Fixed
Income Alternatives
Conference

Exploring the rise of private and structured
credit opportunities in the GCC
| Event Details:

@ Thursday 9 October 2025
(©) 8:15am - 4:45pm
© The Ritz-Cariton, DIFC

Dubai Fixed Income Alternatives Conference

The Dubai International Financial Center, in collaboration with DealCatalyst,
will host the inaugural Dubai Fixed Income Alternatives Conference , this
event is the first of its kind in Dubai, bringing together business leaders,

investors and innovators to explore opportunities in fixed income
alternatives.

October 9, 2025. The Ritz Carlton DIFC, off - Sheikh Zayed Rd - Dubai -
United Arab Emirates.

» More information

NEXT ENERGY
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21-24 October 2025 ¥ BEXCO BUSAN

KORMARINE 2025

The world's leading maritime exhibition!

Since its first event in 1980, this biennial exhibition has been constantly
developing itself to become the best show in today’s marine industry.
KORMARINE will bring the best exhibition experience to all exhibitors and

visitors by attracting domestic/international companies and buyers, as well
as offering various seminars and events.

October 21, 2025. BEXCO Exhibition Center | & IlI, 30 APEC-ro, Haeundae-
gu, Busan, South Korea

» More information
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Future Finance Summit 2025

Join us at Warsaw Finance Week 2025, an event established to celebrate
Warsaw’s financial technology sector and connect it globally. In light of the
changing geopolitical landscape, Warsaw Finance Week aims to set new
goals that reflect Poland’s growing ambitions in the financial sector. It
envisions the next-generation financial center as a key driver of national
economic development, competitiveness, innovation, and
internationalization.

November 3 to 5, 2025. Centrum Gieldowe, Ksigzeca 4, 00-498 Warsaw,
Poland

» More information

B
Hong Kong FinTech Week 2025

As we celebrate Invest Hong Kong’s 25th anniversary and the 10th
anniversary of these two events, Hong Kong FinTech Week and
StartmeupHK Festival are joining forces for a special 2025 edition, creating a
bigger, bolder platform for innovation, investment, and growth. This year is
set to be the biggest yet, bringing together 37,000+ attendees, 800+
speakers, and 700+ exhibitors, with even more investors ready to connect.

November 3 to 7, 2025. Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre, 1 5%
Expo Dr, Wan Chai, Hong Kong

» More information
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m:oR@defmmg Finance: A
Quallty-Drlven Future for

Malta

In collaboration with BRND WGN

> 19th & 20th Nov 2025 > Hilton, St.Julians

FinanceMalta Annual Conference 2025

Join our member for the highly anticipated 18th Annual Conference of
FinanceMalta, a cornerstone event in the finance industry, set to take place
at the prestigious Hilton Malta in St. Julian’s. Kickstart your conference
experience with an exclusive networking reception on the 19th of November.
This pre-conference gathering is open to all registered delegates, providing
a prime opportunity to connect with peers and forge valuable partnerships.

November 19, 2025. Hilton St.Julians, Vjal Portomaso, San Giljan PTM 01,
Malta

» More information

TheCityUK National
Conference 2025

Conference

= 27 November 2025
9:00 - 13:00 GMT

TheCityUK National Conference 2025

Join experts to explore how skills drive growth. This event aims to showcase
how financial services can be the engine of growth in every region, reflecting
TheCityUK's commitment to national development.

November 27, 2025. The Queens Hotel, New Station Street, City Square,
Leeds , LS1 1PJ, United Kingdom

» More information
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ABU DHABI FINANCE WEEK 2025

WATCH ADFW 2024 ON DEMAND A

Al Maryah Island
ADGM Square 08-11
Abu Dhabi December 2025

Abu Dhabi Finance Week 2025

Abu Dhabi Global Market, has the pleasure to announce the Abu Dhabi
Finance Week 2025, the most influential finance event in the Middle East.
This four-day event will provide a unique platform to explore dynamic
changes in global financial industry and sustainability shifts, and their
potential impact on the financial world.

December 8 to 11, 2025. Al Maryah Island, ADGM Square, Abu Dhabi, UAE

» More information
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Asian Financial Forum 2026

The Asian Financial Forum (AFF) is the region’s premier platform that brings
together influential leaders from government, finance, and business
communities globally for ground-breaking discussions and exchange of
insights on the global economy from an Asian perspective.

January 26, 2026. Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, 157 Expo
Drive Hong Kong, HKI Hong Kong

» More information

DOWNLOADS

Publications

¢ Report on Strategies for Attracting, Developing, and Retaining
Talent

o Whitepaper on Crafting_the Digital Sustainability Reporting
Ecosystem

¢ Report on Women in Finance - Compendium of Good Practice
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o Report on Art - An Integral Ingredient for Financial Centers

o Whitepaper on Enhancing Supply Chain Finance for the Promotion
of the Green Transformation

+ Report on How Leading Financial Centers Advance Financial
Inclusion and Literacy

e Report on Supporting Ecosystem for Sustained Recovery and
Growth of SMEs

 Whitepaper on the Future of Financial Centers

Institutional

o WAIFC Presentation

The World Alliance of International Financial Centers (WAIFC) is a non-profit
association registered in Belgium, representing 27 leading international financial centers.
Its members are government agencies, associations, and similar institutions developing
and promoting their financial centers. WAIFC facilitates cooperation between financial
centers, exchanging best practices, and communication with the general public.
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